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14 October 2010

The Educational Netbook Pilot enters to its full employment phase

From the beginning of the 2010-11 school year a total of 8.000 students and teachers across Europe are using netbooks and notebooks in their every day classes thanks to the Acer-European Schoolnet’s Educational Netbook Pilot. This means a total of 240 fully equipped netbook classes across Europe in the six pilot countries: Italy, France, Germany, Spain, Turkey and UK.

The initiative by Acer and supported by European Schoolnet provides the pilot classes with cutting-edge technology and that way studies the impact that “one computer for each student” approach can have on learning and teaching in and outside classroom. From January to June 2010 sixty classes took part in so called pre-pilot phase which has been extended to the full pilot at September 2010. 

“As a global leader in personal computing solutions, Acer wants to play an active role in developing and cultivating the school of the future, providing innovative solution and extremely affordable solutions to the global education community,” explains Emanuele Accolla, Acer EMEA Vice President for Business Educational. “The most important investment a nation can make for its future is in its young learners, providing them with the education and the tools to lead us into the 21st century”.

Netbooks are still a rather new phenomenon in educational settings, but there are already several projects around the world where each learner has a personal computer, allowing for one-to-one (1:1) pedagogy. The pilot explores how the introduction of netbooks and 1:1 pedagogy in schools can have an impact on the processes involved in teaching and learning. It aims at understanding and documenting how learners and teachers can use netbooks in various educational contexts, e.g. use in school vs. outside of school, individual use vs. collaborative use, and educational use vs. leisure use.

Within the project, each participating school has set up a "Netbook team" consisting of subject teachers teaching the class (participating teachers receive an Acer notebook), an ICT coordinator and a member of the senior leadership team. The "Netbook team" plans and implements the use of netbooks for teaching and learning according to the national curricula. Cross-curricular projects involving two or more teachers working closely together are strongly encouraged. Separate pedagogical projects can be planned by individual teachers to use netbooks in their own subject.

To support teachers in their work, the participation in an online community (www.netbooks.eun.org) is encouraged to share experiences and to learn from one another. Co-designing pedagogical 1:1 netbook scenarios is envisaged. 1:1 pedagogical scenarios highlight the fact that the learners have netbooks available at all times, taking advantage of blended learning approach alternating online and offline activities, as well as individual and collaborative ones. 1:1 netbook scenarios potentially blend the borders of formal and informal learning, as learners have the use of netbooks not only in school environment, but also outside of the school hours.

The evaluation of the pilot takes into account the feedback from all stakeholders including teachers, school heads, school ICT coordinators, learners and parents. This will help better understand the needs of the future classroom and help Acer and European Schoolnet better understand how technology can best serve pedagogical needs.

For more about the pilot see: www.netbooks.eun.org 

About European Schoolnet 
www.europeanschoolnet.org 
European Schoolnet is a network of thirty-one Ministries of Education in Europe and beyond. European Schoolnet was created over ten years ago to bring about innovation in teaching and learning for its key stakeholders: Ministries of Education, schools, teachers and researchers.  

About Acer 
www.acer-group.com
Since its founding in 1976, Acer has achieved the goal of breaking the barriers between people and technology. Globally, Acer ranks No. 2 for total PCs and notebooks. Acer is proud to be a Worldwide Partner of the Olympic Movement in staging the Vancouver 2010 Olympic Winter and London 2012 Olympic Games.

[image: image2.jpg]ean

Eu
ﬁrgghoolnet



